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NSC BRIEFING NOTRS 11 Nay 1954

1. Strong cirewmbtanticl ovidence links Custemalan Comwunists
with the psralysing gemeral strike whick began on U Vay
among United ¥ruit Company workers in Hondeurss in the

) coast region sear the Guatemslasn border,

A. This evidewsce incindes:

1. Comsunist lshor sgitstors from Gustemala long

reported operating in area. Access from usguarded
Gustemslan border is easy. |
Lo B Cosrdizated strike of an estimated 25,000 widely
sostiered workers, who hsve had no overt labor
tion,in the past, isdicates lozg and
stficient planning.

3. Buaggorsted dewands by pressut ﬂrim Im |
and their initisl 48-hour mltimstus to company |
suggests their resl concern is with other thaa |
toos fide labor ohiesetives.

4. fadications thet strike leaders have sufficient
fands i grovide strikers with food requirements.

5. Gustesxlam silitsry pland landed without cloarante
on 1 Moy is Sondursn morth comet city of Pasrto
Cortes., Sesrched by Hondurss sutherities sad ro-

portedly fousd to contain & yap of ‘muﬂ “Fruit 2.:
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- Compasy holdings in Honduras with susplcious, \
1

but usidentifiable, wmarkings.

8. ©On 5 ¥ay the Honduran government publicly
charged two Guatemalan consuls with subversive
activities and closed the two consulates on ‘
north csast,

9. Guatemalan asbassador in Homduras recalled on
6 ¥ay for consultation. ' |

8. Communist literature inciting to strike found in
area — origin undetermined.

9. Men reported prepavring to Cross border from
mmﬂa; ﬁeman troops now patrolling border.

10. Cosmunist General Confederation of Gustemalan
Workers (CGTG) issues statement 7 May offering
smoral and economic support” te strikers.

11. ‘The mtrike sppears shrewdly timed to coincide with growliag
political rivalries over the Bonduran presidential and
congressional elections due 10 October,

A. Boughly even three-way politieal split as elections
approach,
1. Fationslist Party -- Nominated 30 year oléd ex-
dictator Tiburclo éurus, who ruled country with
strong hand K 1933-48, |
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b. Cariss claims to be only candidate capable of
desaling with Communist threat.
2. BReformist Party supporters of President Galves
who sgl:.t from Hationslistss and nominated Genmeral
Abrabas ¥illisms, pro-US, austi-Communist, Viee
3, Libersl Party - Traditional opposition party,
now believed infiltrated by Communists, Candi-
date: Dr. Ramon YILLEDA ¥orales.
B. Carias is therefore likely to explolt current strike in
T ateempt to show need for his strong hand, e
€. 1lack of decisive goverament action re present strike
could be pretext for ocoup by Carias. |
I¥f. The Homduran govermment is probably able to main-
t&tam order, at least temporarily, in strike zone,
a. Thus far the strikers have remained orderly nnd appear
anarmed, except for their machetes, '
B, Troops in the ares were prwtiy reinforced and control
most major points . '
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C. Honm@ursa civil snd military leaders on the scene have

assisted company officials in atempis to negotiate

with strikers,

1. It has been difficult, however, to find repre—
santative strike committee with which to ne-
gotiate.

Since mms' wages and benefits are actually less than
those of United Fruit employees in neighﬁéring couniries.
The strike ismsceptible to varied Communist exploitation.

‘A, Beaduran politicians are, for the mpst part, notably

asive with respect to Communist tactics and might
grant Communists an entering wedge in political scene
in return for a strike seitlement,
B. Fon-Communist leftists in Honduras are likely to
Wﬁtﬁ strikers, especially 1if mwat
direction is not established.

“€. metiomalistic, anti-US sentiments are being stirred

8 throughout Central America where the OUnited Fralt
Company is a strong emotional issue.
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